SDAIE Instructor Self-Check


       School_______________________Teacher___________________________Date__________

       Class/Course Title: ______________________________________________ Grade_________ 

     
SDAIE = Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English

 Classrooms should include specific instructional strategies appropriate for English Learners. Please write numbers in the self-check column below to show how often you use the listed items / features in your classroom.  Then, take some time to reflect on these features in grade-level or departmental meetings, or with an administrator. 

(1)  daily    (2)  weekly    (3)  2-3 times per month    (4)  don’t use

	Item / Feature  
	self-check
	Comments/ Examples

	1. Planning

	a.  Identify both content and language objectives.
	
	

	b. Identify the learning strategies and study skills to be used.
	
	

	c. Emphasize and develop key vocabulary.
	
	

	d. Develop strategies that encourage interaction.
	
	

	e. Build lesson on students’ background and prior knowledge.
	
	

	f. Plan delivery based on English proficiency levels of students.
	
	

	g. Use into / through / beyond lesson design. 
	
	

	h. Identify scaffolding techniques to reinforce reading and writing as a process.
	
	

	i. Monitor students’ progress.
	
	

	2. Instruction 

	a. Use pronounced gestures and facial expressions.        
	
	

	b. Enunciate clearly.
	
	

	c. Modify use of text and speech as appropriate.
	
	

	d. Use graphic organizers that support lesson.
	
	

	e. Explain idiomatic expressions as needed.
	
	

	f. Use synonyms, paraphrasing, and examples.
	
	

	g. Incorporate examples from students’ own cultures and language backgrounds.
	
	

	h. Use real-life examples, realia and props.
	
	

	i. Check frequently for understanding.
	
	

	j.  Encourage students to request clarification and respond to them.
	
	

	k. Teach learning strategies related to content.
	
	

	l. Allow adequate response time.
	
	

	m. Support instruction with preview and/or examples in students’ primary language when possible.


	
	

	Item / Feature
	self-check
	Comments/ Examples

	3. Materials

	a. Ensure access to bilingual dictionaries or glossaries that support content.
	
	

	b. Use visuals to support instruction.
	
	

	c. Use oral/written previews and reviews to support multi-media presentations.
	
	

	d. Incorporate multicultural literary and informational materials when available.
	
	

	4. Assessment/ Evaluation

	a. Focus assessment/evaluation on state standards and district curriculum benchmarks.
	
	

	b. Use multiple methods for assessment.
	
	

	c. Use assessments tied to classroom work.
	
	

	d. Accept responses in students’ primary language when appropriate (i.e., beginning ELs).
	
	

	e. Provide students with frequent feedback on progress.
	
	

	5. Classroom Environment

	a. Use bulletin boards and displays that reflect the diversity of California’s students.
	
	

	b.  Support a comfortable atmosphere and positive learning environment.
	
	

	c.  Post student work and celebrate excellence!
	
	

	Notes:
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